
What is the best way to live life on 
the planet? This question was posed by Dr. 
Thom Wolf at a recent pastors’ conference.

He explained that this is the question of 
the 21st century. Think of the many layers 
involved in the answer. People of different 
cultures and religions once separated by 
borders and distance are now neighbors. 
Technology that connects us with the world 
in ways previously unimagined, creating 
security risks on numerous levels. Prosperity 
enjoyed by more and more people, yet more 
and more finding themselves destitute. 
Medical advances extending the life 
expectancy of most on the planet, yet viruses 
like Ebola with potential to kill masses 
of people.  Knowledge increasing daily, 
injustices as well.  

The layers continue to unfold and 
the world continues to change, but the 
question remains: How shall we live? More 
specifically, how shall those who profess the 
lordship of Jesus Christ live in this broken 
world? How should we treat each other? 
How should we treat our enemies? How 
should we use our time and resources? 
How should we live with neighbors and 
in communities that no longer share our 
foundational convictions and views of life 
and God? The more layers we peel back, 
the more frustrated and confused we grow. 
Secularists tell us that the scriptures are 
irrelevant and speak to a forgotten time. On 
the contrary, the teachings of the prophets 
and of Jesus may be more relevant and 
useful than ever.

Micah (6:8) outlined more than 2,500 
years ago a new and radical way to live: Do 
Justice, Love Kindness, and Walk Humbly 
with God. The life of Jesus reaffirms and 
models this teaching. It is not an easy way 
of life, nor is it free from its struggles and 
tensions. 

Join us in worship over the first three 

Sundays of February as we 
explore these questions and 
seek the best way to live on the 
planet. 

Easter is April 5, which 
means our Ash Wednesday 
service is February 18. 
Our Lenten worship series, 
Glimpses, begins on February 
22. The Old Testament 
foreshadows many Easter 
themes. Glimpses will 
consider some of those Old 
Testament passages before moving into the 
Gospel of Matthew where we will make 
our way to the cross and empty tomb of 
Jesus. Make plans to join us for these special 
Lenten worship services. The Norman 
Ministerial Fellowship’s annual Lenten 
services begin on Wednesday, February 25 
at Alameda Church of Christ. May God 
be glorified and may we be transformed 
through our worship together.

Continue to be in prayer for our 
Minister of Worship Arts/Music search 
team. They are diligently praying, working 
and believing that God is leading them to 
whom He is preparing to minister among us. 

Thank you for your response and 
feedback to this year’s Annual Sermon. 
A Comm-Unity of Love describes 
the journey that we are on to be a 
generational family that worships, serves 
and shares life together. Jesus clearly 
states that the world will know that we 
are His disciples by the way we love each 
other. Our neighbors are watching as we 
talk and move through the challenges of 
our journey. What are they seeing? Let’s 
focus on being a Comm-Unity of Love 
and be amazed at how God creates more 
opportunities for us to love and teach 
others.  

As part of the Annual Sermon, 
I shared how we finished the year 
financially. In December we received 

just over $300,000 in 
offerings to our ministry 
plan/budget (ahead of 
last year’s giving), more 
than $100,000 in Ignite 
contributions, and finished 
the year with more than 
$60,000 toward our 
$50,000 goal in world 
missions offerings. Thank 
you for your generosity 
and faithfulness in giving. 
These are significant gifts 

that reflect God’s work among us.  Let us 
rejoice!  

Many of our members have 
discovered the joy and blessing of giving 
their tithes and offerings to the church. 
Tithing is an important step of faith. It is 
a biblical and a spiritual practice which 
requires discipline and focus. Tithing 
is one of the tools that God provides to 
combat the materialism and consumerism 
of our world. It is a reminder that God 
provides the harvest and that everything 
we have is His. I invite you to commit 
to the journey today. Ask someone to 
share their commitment to and practice 
of tithing. It will enhance your life and 
deepen your walk with the Lord.      

I believe that God is doing new things 
in our midst. Over the last weeks, God 
has added new individuals and families 
to our church. Others are renewing their 
fellowship with us. Still others are visiting 
and seeking God’s direction. I recently 
visited with two men who have given their 
lives to the Lord and are seeking baptism 
as a result of the ministries of our church. 
The sparks of renewal are all around. Let 
us humble ourselves, be faithful, and by 
God’s grace experience the holy fire of 
His love and fellowship.                       

Grace and Peace,
Dr. Wade Smith
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February Birthdays
February 1: Kim Caldwell, Lois Johnson, Jackson Love, 
Sharron Nelson, Robyn Stapleton
February 2: Crystal Byrd, Donald Carter, Nicholas Carter, 
Ava Dyer, Seth Hardage, Emily Rehkop, Frances Searcey, 
Ralph Wampler, John Wirth
February 3: Elizabeth Beam, Wayne Cockerham, David 
Glabas, Brenda Goodspeed, Delmer Hardesty, Kate Lefler, Dee 
Powell
February 4: Charles Barnard, Kelly Henderson  
February 5: Hannahlaine Harris, Maggie Marcum, Debra 
Skinner, Dale Wade
February 6: Linda Bibb, Kelly Callahan, Jerry Hobbs, 
Savannah Scott, David Turley
February 7: Audre’ Carter, Dorothy Foster, Glen Pool, Susan 
Williams
February 8: Angela Cole, Matthew Mattox, Allen Morain, 
Tiffany Noble, Barbara Pennybaker, Georgette Racolta, Mary 
Robinson, Tyler Rohring, Rebecca Sigler
February 9: Heather Benedix, Kyle Ferguson, Nikki Kepford, 
Gale McMurphy, Clint Taylor, Audrey Villani
February 10: Gary Askins, Kathy Bowen, Alyene Bowers, 
Jack Holt, Phil Moss, Shirley Rider, Mariya Vasileva
February 11: Jessi Rigney
February 12: Rachel Abbott, Justin Davis, Hailey Morain, 
Sally Reist, Fred Vinson
February 13: Donnie Jones Jr., Ben Lane, Julie Mitchell,  
Anneli Walsh
February 14: Audrey Brumage, Debbie Burchfield, Jim 
McCloskey
February 15: Robert Arrington, Patricia Askins, Reba 

Duncan, Tim Milliron, Sherry Moore, Curren Myers, Garrett 
Wood
February 16: Jerry Chenoweth, Mindy Deal, Robert 
Fredericks, Connie Jensen, Lundy Prater, P.R. Ramey, Tracy 
Ratzlaff, Mickey Williams, Beth Windes
February 17: Troy Cheshier, Heather Moore 
February 18: Dusty Hill, Don Jonason, Donna Kile, Mike 
Wilson
February 19: Glenn Foster, Ted Haxel, Frances Lee, Scott 
Linn, Stacy Lubbers, Allison Valentine
February 20: Helen Floyd, Chris Nott, Melissa Rogers
February 21: Jennifer Baker, Scott Boeh, Melissa Davis, 
Kelly Fisher, Beverly Harden, Matthew Price
February 22: Angela Atkins, Russell Cole, Eloise Hancock, 
Ann Rhea
February 23: Carol Golden, Vickie Kersey, Larissa Matthews, 
Ashton Seratte, Caren Thurston, Elaine Tiller, Cassidy 
Williams
February 24: Gail Cotton
February 25: Karen Anderson, Kelly Fredericks, Peggy Moss, 
Sarah Redwine
February 26: Ann Deal, Paul Hopkins, John Lewis
February 27: Finn Armstrong, Martha Axton, Marilyn 
Craighead, Myron Cunningham, Brian Diehm, Michael 
McClure, Perry Young 
February 28: Lacey Cates, Alan Durham, Kirk Hatcher, Chris 
Knight, Megan Webb

Sympathies

AT FIRST GLANCE (USPS 008-741) is published monthly by the 
First Baptist Church, 211 W. Comanche, Norman, OK (405)321-
1753.  Periodical postage paid at Norman, OK.  POSTMASTER:  
Send address changes to AT FIRST GLANCE, 211 W. Comanche, 
Norman, OK 73069-5698.

The First Baptist Church family wants to 
extend sympathies to:

Fred & Barbara Ferris, David, Meredith, 
Hudson & Raegan Ferris and Laure & Addison 
Ward at the passing of Barbara’s mother, Bonnie 
Sanford

Mandy & Bryan Gay at the passing of 
their grandmother, Dorothy Gay

Larry & Janie Dilks, Greg, Kathy, Kyle 
& Kody Ferguson at the passing of Janie’s 
mother, Martha Stewart

Family & friends of Jorine McConville 
at her passing

Family & friends of Glen Glitsch at his 
passing

Family & friends of Wynema Caswell at 
her passing

Family & friends of Gordon Hart at his 
passing

Letters from the FBC Family
Dear Church Family,

Although several weeks have passed since my 30th 
Anniversary Celebration Luncheon, I am still overwhelmed and 
so grateful for the day. The many cards, notes, emails, hugs and 
kind words were very much appreciated. 

Some days it seems like only yesterday that I arrived in 
Norman and knew no one except one professor at OU. And I had 
only met him twice. It has been quite an adventure. 

I know how blessed I am to have served in a church like 
First Baptist Norman. The people in the pews, the people on the 
bus, the people around the dinner tables and the people walking 
the halls of the Family Life Center through the years have become 
my family. And for all of you I am grateful and have been blessed. 

So as we continue on in ministry together, let’s follow His 
leadership in our daily lives and love each other all the moments 
of our days.    

Much love and prayers,
Vickie Riggs

Dear Church Family, 
Thank you church family for all of your cards, prayers and 

food when my mother, Martha Naomi Stewart, died. The love we 
felt was wonderful.

Love,  
Larry and Janie Dilks

Dr. Wade Smith

/firstbaptistchurchnorman@fbcnorman fbcnorman.org
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Adults 55+ What’s Ahead?
 

Quarterly Birthday  
Bash luncheon

When: 11:30 a.m., February 19
What: Everyone is invited but If 
you are a January, February
or March baby your lunch is 
complimentary. Otherwise the 
cost is $5. Special musical guest
is Randy Pressley. You will not 
want to miss it! Make your
reservations at the FLC Office.
 

You have a story to tell!
Writing Your Life Story Class 
Beginning at 10 a.m., February 
25 at the FLC.
 

Guess who is coming to the 
Yellow Rose Theatre?

Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis.
Join us February 27 as we travel 
to the Yellow Rose Theatre and 
enjoy an evening with Martin and 
Lewis! Watch for details.

So, what does one do when 
everything he has been doing for 
over 20 years in ministry changes? 
I can promise you this: it’s quite a 
ride! Thank you for your generosity 
and hospitality and patience as things 
around the church are changing. I feel 
as though the fire hose has been turned 
on and aimed squarely at my brain. 
And I wouldn’t have it any other way. 

For the next few months, I see one of 
my main responsibilities as reacquainting 
myself with the entire church. You may be 
wondering why that is necessary since our 
family has been here for over seven years. 
If you had a youth, or were a grandparent 
to a youth, or worked with youth, I know 
who you are. If you have no affiliation to 
the youth ministry, there is a really good 
chance I need to get to know you. And I 
can’t wait.

Even though that’s a main 
responsibility, of course, that’s not 
the only one. We are working hard to 

develop a team 
of ministers who 
are all aimed 
in the same 
direction, caring 
for each other, and 
ministering to and 
with each other. 
What a team we 
have! We also have 
a ways to go in 
order to have the Spiritual Formation 
that we need in order to have a church 
body that is growing together in Christ. 
Hope you’re ready to join me for this 
ride!

So, when you see me wandering 
around one Sunday morning, please 
make sure we meet again. I promise 
to work hard to get to know as many 
as possible, as soon as possible. I can’t 
wait to dig in and see where God leads 
us together!

Kirk Hatcher

Ministry change means getting reacquainted

Kirk Hatcher

Things Coming Up

Dinner for 8 has begun – Even 
though we have our groups together, 
if you are wanting to jump into a 
group, please let Kirk know. After 
the spring Df8, we’ll take a break 
through the summer, and kick it off 
again in the fall.

Wednesday Nights

Men’s Bible Study – every 
Wednesday from 6:30–7:30 p.m., 
Kelly Henderson leads guys through 
Gods at War, by Kyle Idleman. You 
can be a part as much or as little as 
you are able.

Women’s Bible Study – join Gay 
Smith each Wednesday night from 
6:15–7:30 p.m., as this group dives 
into Before Amen: The Power of a 
Simple Prayer, by Max Lucado.. 

Be on the lookout for additional 
Bible Studies on Wednesday nights 
that will begin just after Spring 
Break in March.

Sunday Morning

LifeGroups – if you haven’t 
found your place for fellowship, 
family and Bible study, on Sunday 
morning, let us help you find that 
place. We want every member 
involved in a LifeGroup. Let’s face 
it…none of us can go through this 
life alone. Find a place for you!

As the “new guy” on staff, I 
thought I might introduce myself, 
especially in ways that you may have 
not heard in the getting to know you 
sessions in December.

• I’m a lover of hot chocolate.  
And dark chocolate. And sometimes 
hot, dark chocolate.

• I’ll be a first-time dad in May.  
Lucas (Luc) Eren Robert Lubbers 

• I run. Sometimes from people, 
never from the police, mainly to get 
less fat.

• I lived in Turkey, and didn’t eat 
any turkey while there.

• I’m a proud Oklahoma Sooner 
and Baylor Bear. Boomer Bears and 
Sic Em Sooners.

• I once was chased by a monkey. 
It was a spider monkey that was still 
in his cage, but those things are scary. 
So are clowns.

• I once met Bill Clinton and Ken 

Starr in the same 
weekend. Is that 
irony? I’m never 
sure.

• I used to 
think I looked like 
Ryan Gosling. 
But now, I think 
it’s more like 
Macaulay Culkin.

• I love seeing that moment when 
people get it. Quite honestly, I know 
that my calling is to help facilitate 
those moments with youth as much as 
possible, but would count it a failure 
if we all didn’t have some of those 
moments together, too. Will you join 
me? Are you willing to work in your 
circles to help us all as we strive to 
love God and our neighbor more?

Rich Lubbers

Rich Lubbers

Meet Rich Lubbers  — chocolate lover, Sooner fan 

Sunday Worship
9:15 a.m.  

Sunday School LifeGroups
10:30 a.m.  

Classic Worship Service, Sanctuary
LifeSong Worship Service,  

Common Ground 

Wednesday
5:30 p.m.  

Fellowship Meal, Hallock Hall
6 p.m.  

Youth & Children’s Ministries
6:30 p.m.  

Adult Bible Studies 
Classic Service Choir

Weekly Schedule

OU Faculty/
Staff/Students 

Brown Bag Lunch 
with Pastor

February 10, noon at 
Wagner Hall, Conference 
Room, on campus at the 
University of Oklahoma

What could be better than eating 
good food for a good cause? 

Every Tuesday, S&B’s Burger Joint, 
102 W. Main St., “Pays It Forward” by 
featuring an organization and donating 
10 percent of its sales for the day. On 
March 3, S&B will host First Baptist 
Church’s Community Ministry.  

Proceeds from the day will benefit 

First Baptist’s Sunday Supper, food and 
clothing pantries and Samaritan’s Inn 
Housing ministry. 

“This is a wonderful opportunity 
to help those in need here in Norman. 
Your purchases help us feed, clothe 
and house our neighbors in need,” 
Angela Atkins, Director of Community 
Ministries, said.

First Baptist to benefit from ‘Pay It Forward’

Follow Us
@fbcnorman/firstbaptistchurchnorman

MENTORS NEEDED  
FOR NEW  

KIDS HOPE STUDENTS
Come try working one-on-one with  

at-risk students at Lincoln Elementary.  
Just one hour a week is all it takes to change a life!

For more information, email Angela at  
angelaa@fbcnorman.org
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Downtowner Lunch
Wednesday, February 4

Time:  Noon-1 p.m.
Place:  Common Ground

Cost: $5 

Speaker:  Bob Thomas, Director of 
Operations, Steve Owens Insurance 

Group; Xenia Institute, Board of Trustees; 
Sooners Helping Sooners, Board of 

Trustees 

Menu: Chicken enchiladas with sour 
cream sauce, rice, refried beans, tossed 

salad, chips and salsa, dessert  
and tea or lemonade  

Our Worship and Music Ministry benefits 
from the generosity of our people. Our people 
benefit from creative expressions by those in our 
worship and music ministry. Tithes and offerings 
are transformed from dollars and cents into notes 
and lyrics that we use to reach toward God during 
worship and special events.  

As we discussed last month, the most efficient 
way to learn music for worship is to acquire copies 
of music, pass them out, and rehearse them. In a 
matter of moments, our choir and orchestra can be 
playing and singing the correct notes, rhythms and words, 
and doing so in the right place. After agreeing on details 
like volume, style, phrasing and diction (this is rehearsing), 
the music is unified and ready. New music is purchased 
after careful review and analysis, always considering 
appropriateness and accessibility. We readily borrow music 
from other churches, and freely share with other churches. 
Appropriate music also is purchased for the children’s choirs, 
and the LifeSong Band. 

We use funds for supplies and music for Special Programs 

presented by the Music Ministry. These church-
wide events include the Christmas Music Program, 
the Patriotic Celebration, the Palm Sunday and 
Easter programs like the Tennebrae service during 
Holy Week, and the 125th Anniversary Choir and 
Orchestra Concert this past October.

Our music organizations are led and assisted 
by skilled musicians who are compensated from 
budget funds. Salaries are paid to the Minister of 
Music/Worship Arts, the LifeSong Worship Leader, 
the Sanctuary Orchestra director, the Organist, the 

Pianist, and the Music Ministry assistant. Dollars from special 
funds including those raised by choir and orchestra members 
compensate Choral and Instrumental scholars – OU students 
who supplement our choir and orchestra. We hire additional 
musicians as needed for special events.

Thanks to our church family for enabling us to make the 
music that enhances our worship experiences while providing 
a place of service for those who choose to offer their talents 
back to God.  

Don Gilmore

Thanks for the notes

Don Gilmore

  Family Life Center

Fitness Center Orientation  
with Randy Praytor 

6 p.m. Monday
Required for use of Fitness Center

Low-Impact Exercise
Free

10 to 10:45 a.m. Tuesday and 
Thursday      

Park/Arthritis approved               

Pilates
With Rebecca Darrow
8 to 9 a.m. Monday,  

Wednesday and Friday            

Aerobics
With Darla Miller

5:20 to 6:20 p.m. Monday  
and Thursday        

 
Zumba

With Tori Collier
Free

6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Wednesday
      

Baby Boot Camp
With Sarah Smith 

9 to 10 a.m. Monday,  
Wednesday and Friday   

Upward Basketball
Saturdays Rock  

at the FLC!
Games end Feb. 28.

To begin, I would like to say we 
 — the LifeSong band   — had a great 
time worshiping as a whole church 
family  these past few weeks during 
the combined services. I'd like to 
express specific appreciation to Don 
Gilmore, the choir, Dr. Raiber and the 
orchestra. It was sheer joy to work 
alongside these talented musicians 
and vocalists in worship planning and 
leadership.

As we begin a new year and 
continue to envision what God may 
have in store for this church, I'd like 
to present a few opportunities for 
your consideration.

First, we are looking for sound 
techs as well as audio / visual 
assistants to volunteer their talents 
on Sunday mornings. One person can 

effectively run sound in LifeSong, but 
having a few volunteers on rotation 
would be exceptionally helpful. The 
same goes for the A/V positions. 
Finding willing individuals to help 
run the ProPresenter slides each week 
would be appreciated.

Second, the LifeSong band is 
in particular need for a drummer /
percussionist. With that being said, 
I’d also love to begin compiling a list 
of everyone at FBC Norman that has 
interest in playing music or singing 
with the LifeSong band on Sunday 
mornings.

If you are interested in serving in 
any of these capacities, send an email 
to LifeSong@fbcnorman.

Chris Canary

LifeSong seeks talented volunteers
Almost like a rock star, Carol 

McDade-Conley can be found most 
weekdays on the gymnasium floor of 
the Family Life Center surrounded by 
children, all eager to give her a hug after 
their gymnastics class.

At the end of 2014, McDade-
Conley celebrated 31 years as director 
of the gymnastics program at First 
Baptist Church.

“People ask me, ‘Are you ever going 
to quit?’ and I say, ‘Well, when God 
quits providing me with children and 
wonderful instructors, then it’s time.’ 
And when I quit enjoying it. I don’t 
ever dread getting up and coming to 
work. But I still have wonderful kids 
and wonderful instructors,” McDade-
Conley said.

Her favorite part of her job is, 
obviously, the kids and getting to know 
all the families. 

“I’m on my second generation of 
kids so that makes me very happy. I 
have wonderful instructors and most 
of my instructors have been students 
of mine. Some of my instructors I have 
right now started with me when they 
were 3 years old,” McDade-Conley said.

McDade-Conley loves to teach 
and her gymnastics background goes 
back to when she was a cheerleader at 
Norman High and the University of 
Oklahoma.

“One summer, I took a bunch 
of kids to a camp and learned 
(gymnastics) right along with them. 
I just jumped in there and learned,” 
McDade-Conley said.

It was under the advisement of 
Doug Cheeves that McDade-Conley 
began teaching gymnastics at First 
Baptist.

“Doug Cheeves, the original 
minister of recreation, he asked me if I 
wanted to do something at the Family 
Life Center. This was way before it was 
built. I said, ‘I don’t know, I’m really 
busy,” McDade-Conley said.

Eventually, McDade-Conley found 
time in her schedule and the program 
began with 70 kids.

“We have about 300 now,” McDade-
Conley said. “We really teach the kids. 
We do bars, beams, tumbling and balls. 
We do everything. We are one-on-one. 
We keep our groups small.”

The children that enroll in 

McDade-Conley’s gymnastics classes 
are there to basically learn balance and 
coordination.

“A lot of people ask me if kids have 
changed over the years, they really 
haven’t. Especially the little ones. If you 
tell them something to do and you 
reinforce it, they are going to do it,” 
McDade-Conley said. “Every morning 
before I come here or wherever I’m 
going to teach gymnastics, I just ask the 
good Lord to keep the kids safe and for 
me to make a difference in their lives 
today. And I get it all paid back because 
they just hug.”

Through her teachings, McDade-
Conley says that her life is enriched by 
the many children she has known in the 
last 31 years.

“I have kids that I see grow up, 
I’ve got my friend’s kids, my friend’s 
grandkids in gymnastics. I’m just a 
part of so many lives. It’s just made me 
a better person. I’m just the luckiest 
person in the world because I have all 
these kids, and I remember every kid 
I’ve had,” McDade-Conley said.

To most, she is simply known as Miss Carol



December is always a month of 
exceptional generosity offered by the 
members of First Baptist Norman. 
Thank you to all who regularly 
participate in giving your tithes and 
offerings to the ministries of First 
Baptist Church. 

As Wade presented in his annual 
sermon a few weeks ago, look at this 
and express gratitude to God.

• December giving to the Ministry 
Plan (Budget): $302,752

• December giving directly to 
World Missions: $46,700

• Ignite (Capital Program): 
$105,671

Through your generous year end 
gifts, we have been able to catch up 
on our regular Ministry Plan missions 
giving. In case you do not know, 11.5 
percent of each dollar given as a tithe 

and offering goes to support missions. 
In December, $81,804 represented 
11.5 percent that supports missions. 
Indeed, as you see, FBC is financially 
committed to mission efforts here and 
around the world.

Finishing Well
A number of years ago the church 

elected to move to an April 1 to 
March 31, fiscal year. That means 
in order for us to finish well, we all 
must continue to be faithful in our 
generosity. It is important that we 
understand the responsibility we all 
have to support the ministries of First 
Baptist Church, and to be responsible 
to the call of scripture “Bring the 
whole tithe into the storehouse, so 
that there may be food in My house, 
and test Me now in this,” says the 
Lord of hosts. 

   Malachi 3:10. 

Certainly we would understand 

that call to be 
to return to the 
church, for the 
sake of ministry.  

While giving 
to the church is 
an individual 
response to God’s 
blessings, it 
takes all of us to 
respond to be the church God calls 
us to be. Certainly, we understand 
organizations set up dues to function, 
events call for purchasing a ticket, 
but the work of the ministry requires 
each of us to respond faithfully to 
God. I join with you in prayer as 
we seek God’s face to understand 
our appropriate response to tithing 
generosity.

It is a joy to serve alongside you.
Roy Joe Ham

Pledges    $3,127,007
Received    $2,589,751
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Roy Joe Ham

Children!
Keep A Look Out

Don’t forget to pick up 
your Bread Bank for 

World Hunger. 

Return by February 8

For some couples the church they got married in 
is only remembered when they glance through their 
wedding day photo albums. But for three women, 
First Baptist not only is the church they exchanged 
vows in but it’s also their employer.

Marcia and Don Farris were married 
on Sept. 3, 1977. Marcia works as the 
Administrative Financial Assistant at 
First Baptist Church. The couple met 
through the Oklahoma City Ski Club. 

Marcia and Don chose to get married 
at the church because Don grew up at 
First Baptist Norman.

The fondest memory of her wedding 
day?

“The fact that we were married,” 
Marcia said.

First love

Marlene Hoyt, Executive 
Director of Fee-Based Ministries 
at First Baptist, married Roger 
on May 28, 1976. The couple 
met while working at T G & Y. 

“I was raised in this church, 
so it was a natural selection 
to get married here. I was 
baptized by Preacher Hallock, 
married by Dr. Brown and 
now work for Brother Wade,” 
Marlene said.

Marlene remembers that on 
her wedding day she almost 
tripped up the steps on the 
front of her wedding dress.

“I made my own wedding 
cakes and stressed myself 

out royally. I was just really glad 
the day went well and was very happy when it was over,” 

Marlene said. “Also, we pulled a bait and switch so that our friends would 
use shaving cream on the wrong car. It was fun to see my mom and dad 
drive the messed up car back to their house.”

Marcia and Don  
Farris

Marlene and Roger 
Hoyt

The wedding ceremony of 
Mary and Larry Varner, January 
18, 1969, was one of the last 
performed by Preacher Hallock 
before his retirement.

Mary, Assistant to the 
Administrative Financial Assistant 
at First Baptist, said that her 
wedding day was a cold, misty 
January Saturday evening and that 
she had a final exam at OU that 
morning.

“Larry was forced to swim in 
the OU Duck Pond after rehearsal 
the night before,” Mary recalls.

Both Mary and Larry were 
from Norman but never met in 

school. The couple met while 
Larry worked at the Safeway 
grocery store on Main Street and 
Flood Avenue.

The couple’s first date was at 
Sonic, where Larry managed to 
knock his right side mirror off the 
car while parking. 

The couple say that they feel 
blessed that God has given them 
an amazing marriage.

“Every Sunday morning while 
we dated for three years, we had 
a Sunday morning date at First 
Baptist Church. It was our church 
family and the only place where 
we wanted to have the ceremony 
and reception,” Mary said.

Mary and Larry Varner

Generosity… Finishing well! 



December is always a month of 
exceptional generosity offered by the 
members of First Baptist Norman. 
Thank you to all who regularly 
participate in giving your tithes and 
offerings to the ministries of First 
Baptist Church. 

As Wade presented in his annual 
sermon a few weeks ago, look at this 
and express gratitude to God.

• December giving to the Ministry 
Plan (Budget): $302,752

• December giving directly to 
World Missions: $46,700

• Ignite (Capital Program): 
$105,671

Through your generous year end 
gifts, we have been able to catch up 
on our regular Ministry Plan missions 
giving. In case you do not know, 11.5 
percent of each dollar given as a tithe 

and offering goes to support missions. 
In December, $81,804 represented 
11.5 percent that supports missions. 
Indeed, as you see, FBC is financially 
committed to mission efforts here and 
around the world.

Finishing Well
A number of years ago the church 

elected to move to an April 1 to 
March 31, fiscal year. That means 
in order for us to finish well, we all 
must continue to be faithful in our 
generosity. It is important that we 
understand the responsibility we all 
have to support the ministries of First 
Baptist Church, and to be responsible 
to the call of scripture “Bring the 
whole tithe into the storehouse, so 
that there may be food in My house, 
and test Me now in this,” says the 
Lord of hosts. 

   Malachi 3:10. 

Certainly we would understand 

that call to be 
to return to the 
church, for the 
sake of ministry.  

While giving 
to the church is 
an individual 
response to God’s 
blessings, it 
takes all of us to 
respond to be the church God calls 
us to be. Certainly, we understand 
organizations set up dues to function, 
events call for purchasing a ticket, 
but the work of the ministry requires 
each of us to respond faithfully to 
God. I join with you in prayer as 
we seek God’s face to understand 
our appropriate response to tithing 
generosity.

It is a joy to serve alongside you.
Roy Joe Ham

Pledges    $3,127,007
Received    $2,589,751
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Roy Joe Ham

Children!
Keep A Look Out

Don’t forget to pick up 
your Bread Bank for 

World Hunger. 

Return by February 8

For some couples the church they got married in 
is only remembered when they glance through their 
wedding day photo albums. But for three women, 
First Baptist not only is the church they exchanged 
vows in but it’s also their employer.

Marcia and Don Farris were married 
on Sept. 3, 1977. Marcia works as the 
Administrative Financial Assistant at 
First Baptist Church. The couple met 
through the Oklahoma City Ski Club. 

Marcia and Don chose to get married 
at the church because Don grew up at 
First Baptist Norman.

The fondest memory of her wedding 
day?

“The fact that we were married,” 
Marcia said.

First love

Marlene Hoyt, Executive 
Director of Fee-Based Ministries 
at First Baptist, married Roger 
on May 28, 1976. The couple 
met while working at T G & Y. 

“I was raised in this church, 
so it was a natural selection 
to get married here. I was 
baptized by Preacher Hallock, 
married by Dr. Brown and 
now work for Brother Wade,” 
Marlene said.

Marlene remembers that on 
her wedding day she almost 
tripped up the steps on the 
front of her wedding dress.

“I made my own wedding 
cakes and stressed myself 

out royally. I was just really glad 
the day went well and was very happy when it was over,” 

Marlene said. “Also, we pulled a bait and switch so that our friends would 
use shaving cream on the wrong car. It was fun to see my mom and dad 
drive the messed up car back to their house.”

Marcia and Don  
Farris

Marlene and Roger 
Hoyt

The wedding ceremony of 
Mary and Larry Varner, January 
18, 1969, was one of the last 
performed by Preacher Hallock 
before his retirement.

Mary, Assistant to the 
Administrative Financial Assistant 
at First Baptist, said that her 
wedding day was a cold, misty 
January Saturday evening and that 
she had a final exam at OU that 
morning.

“Larry was forced to swim in 
the OU Duck Pond after rehearsal 
the night before,” Mary recalls.

Both Mary and Larry were 
from Norman but never met in 

school. The couple met while 
Larry worked at the Safeway 
grocery store on Main Street and 
Flood Avenue.

The couple’s first date was at 
Sonic, where Larry managed to 
knock his right side mirror off the 
car while parking. 

The couple say that they feel 
blessed that God has given them 
an amazing marriage.

“Every Sunday morning while 
we dated for three years, we had 
a Sunday morning date at First 
Baptist Church. It was our church 
family and the only place where 
we wanted to have the ceremony 
and reception,” Mary said.

Mary and Larry Varner

Generosity… Finishing well! 
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Downtowner Lunch
Wednesday, February 4

Time:  Noon-1 p.m.
Place:  Common Ground

Cost: $5 

Speaker:  Bob Thomas, Director of 
Operations, Steve Owens Insurance 

Group; Xenia Institute, Board of Trustees; 
Sooners Helping Sooners, Board of 

Trustees 

Menu: Chicken enchiladas with sour 
cream sauce, rice, refried beans, tossed 

salad, chips and salsa, dessert  
and tea or lemonade  

Our Worship and Music Ministry benefits 
from the generosity of our people. Our people 
benefit from creative expressions by those in our 
worship and music ministry. Tithes and offerings 
are transformed from dollars and cents into notes 
and lyrics that we use to reach toward God during 
worship and special events.  

As we discussed last month, the most efficient 
way to learn music for worship is to acquire copies 
of music, pass them out, and rehearse them. In a 
matter of moments, our choir and orchestra can be 
playing and singing the correct notes, rhythms and words, 
and doing so in the right place. After agreeing on details 
like volume, style, phrasing and diction (this is rehearsing), 
the music is unified and ready. New music is purchased 
after careful review and analysis, always considering 
appropriateness and accessibility. We readily borrow music 
from other churches, and freely share with other churches. 
Appropriate music also is purchased for the children’s choirs, 
and the LifeSong Band. 

We use funds for supplies and music for Special Programs 

presented by the Music Ministry. These church-
wide events include the Christmas Music Program, 
the Patriotic Celebration, the Palm Sunday and 
Easter programs like the Tennebrae service during 
Holy Week, and the 125th Anniversary Choir and 
Orchestra Concert this past October.

Our music organizations are led and assisted 
by skilled musicians who are compensated from 
budget funds. Salaries are paid to the Minister of 
Music/Worship Arts, the LifeSong Worship Leader, 
the Sanctuary Orchestra director, the Organist, the 

Pianist, and the Music Ministry assistant. Dollars from special 
funds including those raised by choir and orchestra members 
compensate Choral and Instrumental scholars – OU students 
who supplement our choir and orchestra. We hire additional 
musicians as needed for special events.

Thanks to our church family for enabling us to make the 
music that enhances our worship experiences while providing 
a place of service for those who choose to offer their talents 
back to God.  

Don Gilmore

Thanks for the notes

Don Gilmore

  Family Life Center

Fitness Center Orientation  
with Randy Praytor 

6 p.m. Monday
Required for use of Fitness Center

Low-Impact Exercise
Free

10 to 10:45 a.m. Tuesday and 
Thursday      

Park/Arthritis approved               

Pilates
With Rebecca Darrow
8 to 9 a.m. Monday,  

Wednesday and Friday            

Aerobics
With Darla Miller

5:20 to 6:20 p.m. Monday  
and Thursday        

 
Zumba

With Tori Collier
Free

6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Wednesday
      

Baby Boot Camp
With Sarah Smith 

9 to 10 a.m. Monday,  
Wednesday and Friday   

Upward Basketball
Saturdays Rock  

at the FLC!
Games end Feb. 28.

To begin, I would like to say we 
 — the LifeSong band   — had a great 
time worshiping as a whole church 
family  these past few weeks during 
the combined services. I'd like to 
express specific appreciation to Don 
Gilmore, the choir, Dr. Raiber and the 
orchestra. It was sheer joy to work 
alongside these talented musicians 
and vocalists in worship planning and 
leadership.

As we begin a new year and 
continue to envision what God may 
have in store for this church, I'd like 
to present a few opportunities for 
your consideration.

First, we are looking for sound 
techs as well as audio / visual 
assistants to volunteer their talents 
on Sunday mornings. One person can 

effectively run sound in LifeSong, but 
having a few volunteers on rotation 
would be exceptionally helpful. The 
same goes for the A/V positions. 
Finding willing individuals to help 
run the ProPresenter slides each week 
would be appreciated.

Second, the LifeSong band is 
in particular need for a drummer /
percussionist. With that being said, 
I’d also love to begin compiling a list 
of everyone at FBC Norman that has 
interest in playing music or singing 
with the LifeSong band on Sunday 
mornings.

If you are interested in serving in 
any of these capacities, send an email 
to LifeSong@fbcnorman.

Chris Canary

LifeSong seeks talented volunteers
Almost like a rock star, Carol 

McDade-Conley can be found most 
weekdays on the gymnasium floor of 
the Family Life Center surrounded by 
children, all eager to give her a hug after 
their gymnastics class.

At the end of 2014, McDade-
Conley celebrated 31 years as director 
of the gymnastics program at First 
Baptist Church.

“People ask me, ‘Are you ever going 
to quit?’ and I say, ‘Well, when God 
quits providing me with children and 
wonderful instructors, then it’s time.’ 
And when I quit enjoying it. I don’t 
ever dread getting up and coming to 
work. But I still have wonderful kids 
and wonderful instructors,” McDade-
Conley said.

Her favorite part of her job is, 
obviously, the kids and getting to know 
all the families. 

“I’m on my second generation of 
kids so that makes me very happy. I 
have wonderful instructors and most 
of my instructors have been students 
of mine. Some of my instructors I have 
right now started with me when they 
were 3 years old,” McDade-Conley said.

McDade-Conley loves to teach 
and her gymnastics background goes 
back to when she was a cheerleader at 
Norman High and the University of 
Oklahoma.

“One summer, I took a bunch 
of kids to a camp and learned 
(gymnastics) right along with them. 
I just jumped in there and learned,” 
McDade-Conley said.

It was under the advisement of 
Doug Cheeves that McDade-Conley 
began teaching gymnastics at First 
Baptist.

“Doug Cheeves, the original 
minister of recreation, he asked me if I 
wanted to do something at the Family 
Life Center. This was way before it was 
built. I said, ‘I don’t know, I’m really 
busy,” McDade-Conley said.

Eventually, McDade-Conley found 
time in her schedule and the program 
began with 70 kids.

“We have about 300 now,” McDade-
Conley said. “We really teach the kids. 
We do bars, beams, tumbling and balls. 
We do everything. We are one-on-one. 
We keep our groups small.”

The children that enroll in 

McDade-Conley’s gymnastics classes 
are there to basically learn balance and 
coordination.

“A lot of people ask me if kids have 
changed over the years, they really 
haven’t. Especially the little ones. If you 
tell them something to do and you 
reinforce it, they are going to do it,” 
McDade-Conley said. “Every morning 
before I come here or wherever I’m 
going to teach gymnastics, I just ask the 
good Lord to keep the kids safe and for 
me to make a difference in their lives 
today. And I get it all paid back because 
they just hug.”

Through her teachings, McDade-
Conley says that her life is enriched by 
the many children she has known in the 
last 31 years.

“I have kids that I see grow up, 
I’ve got my friend’s kids, my friend’s 
grandkids in gymnastics. I’m just a 
part of so many lives. It’s just made me 
a better person. I’m just the luckiest 
person in the world because I have all 
these kids, and I remember every kid 
I’ve had,” McDade-Conley said.

To most, she is simply known as Miss Carol
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Adults 55+ What’s Ahead?
 

Quarterly Birthday  
Bash luncheon

When: 11:30 a.m., February 19
What: Everyone is invited but If 
you are a January, February
or March baby your lunch is 
complimentary. Otherwise the 
cost is $5. Special musical guest
is Randy Pressley. You will not 
want to miss it! Make your
reservations at the FLC Office.
 

You have a story to tell!
Writing Your Life Story Class 
Beginning at 10 a.m., February 
25 at the FLC.
 

Guess who is coming to the 
Yellow Rose Theatre?

Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis.
Join us February 27 as we travel 
to the Yellow Rose Theatre and 
enjoy an evening with Martin and 
Lewis! Watch for details.

So, what does one do when 
everything he has been doing for 
over 20 years in ministry changes? 
I can promise you this: it’s quite a 
ride! Thank you for your generosity 
and hospitality and patience as things 
around the church are changing. I feel 
as though the fire hose has been turned 
on and aimed squarely at my brain. 
And I wouldn’t have it any other way. 

For the next few months, I see one of 
my main responsibilities as reacquainting 
myself with the entire church. You may be 
wondering why that is necessary since our 
family has been here for over seven years. 
If you had a youth, or were a grandparent 
to a youth, or worked with youth, I know 
who you are. If you have no affiliation to 
the youth ministry, there is a really good 
chance I need to get to know you. And I 
can’t wait.

Even though that’s a main 
responsibility, of course, that’s not 
the only one. We are working hard to 

develop a team 
of ministers who 
are all aimed 
in the same 
direction, caring 
for each other, and 
ministering to and 
with each other. 
What a team we 
have! We also have 
a ways to go in 
order to have the Spiritual Formation 
that we need in order to have a church 
body that is growing together in Christ. 
Hope you’re ready to join me for this 
ride!

So, when you see me wandering 
around one Sunday morning, please 
make sure we meet again. I promise 
to work hard to get to know as many 
as possible, as soon as possible. I can’t 
wait to dig in and see where God leads 
us together!

Kirk Hatcher

Ministry change means getting reacquainted

Kirk Hatcher

Things Coming Up

Dinner for 8 has begun – Even 
though we have our groups together, 
if you are wanting to jump into a 
group, please let Kirk know. After 
the spring Df8, we’ll take a break 
through the summer, and kick it off 
again in the fall.

Wednesday Nights

Men’s Bible Study – every 
Wednesday from 6:30–7:30 p.m., 
Kelly Henderson leads guys through 
Gods at War, by Kyle Idleman. You 
can be a part as much or as little as 
you are able.

Women’s Bible Study – join Gay 
Smith each Wednesday night from 
6:15–7:30 p.m., as this group dives 
into Before Amen: The Power of a 
Simple Prayer, by Max Lucado.. 

Be on the lookout for additional 
Bible Studies on Wednesday nights 
that will begin just after Spring 
Break in March.

Sunday Morning

LifeGroups – if you haven’t 
found your place for fellowship, 
family and Bible study, on Sunday 
morning, let us help you find that 
place. We want every member 
involved in a LifeGroup. Let’s face 
it…none of us can go through this 
life alone. Find a place for you!

As the “new guy” on staff, I 
thought I might introduce myself, 
especially in ways that you may have 
not heard in the getting to know you 
sessions in December.

• I’m a lover of hot chocolate.  
And dark chocolate. And sometimes 
hot, dark chocolate.

• I’ll be a first-time dad in May.  
Lucas (Luc) Eren Robert Lubbers 

• I run. Sometimes from people, 
never from the police, mainly to get 
less fat.

• I lived in Turkey, and didn’t eat 
any turkey while there.

• I’m a proud Oklahoma Sooner 
and Baylor Bear. Boomer Bears and 
Sic Em Sooners.

• I once was chased by a monkey. 
It was a spider monkey that was still 
in his cage, but those things are scary. 
So are clowns.

• I once met Bill Clinton and Ken 

Starr in the same 
weekend. Is that 
irony? I’m never 
sure.

• I used to 
think I looked like 
Ryan Gosling. 
But now, I think 
it’s more like 
Macaulay Culkin.

• I love seeing that moment when 
people get it. Quite honestly, I know 
that my calling is to help facilitate 
those moments with youth as much as 
possible, but would count it a failure 
if we all didn’t have some of those 
moments together, too. Will you join 
me? Are you willing to work in your 
circles to help us all as we strive to 
love God and our neighbor more?

Rich Lubbers

Rich Lubbers

Meet Rich Lubbers  — chocolate lover, Sooner fan 

Sunday Worship
9:15 a.m.  

Sunday School LifeGroups
10:30 a.m.  

Classic Worship Service, Sanctuary
LifeSong Worship Service,  

Common Ground 

Wednesday
5:30 p.m.  

Fellowship Meal, Hallock Hall
6 p.m.  

Youth & Children’s Ministries
6:30 p.m.  

Adult Bible Studies 
Classic Service Choir

Weekly Schedule

OU Faculty/
Staff/Students 

Brown Bag Lunch 
with Pastor

February 10, noon at 
Wagner Hall, Conference 
Room, on campus at the 
University of Oklahoma

What could be better than eating 
good food for a good cause? 

Every Tuesday, S&B’s Burger Joint, 
102 W. Main St., “Pays It Forward” by 
featuring an organization and donating 
10 percent of its sales for the day. On 
March 3, S&B will host First Baptist 
Church’s Community Ministry.  

Proceeds from the day will benefit 

First Baptist’s Sunday Supper, food and 
clothing pantries and Samaritan’s Inn 
Housing ministry. 

“This is a wonderful opportunity 
to help those in need here in Norman. 
Your purchases help us feed, clothe 
and house our neighbors in need,” 
Angela Atkins, Director of Community 
Ministries, said.

First Baptist to benefit from ‘Pay It Forward’

Follow Us
@fbcnorman/firstbaptistchurchnorman

MENTORS NEEDED  
FOR NEW  

KIDS HOPE STUDENTS
Come try working one-on-one with  

at-risk students at Lincoln Elementary.  
Just one hour a week is all it takes to change a life!

For more information, email Angela at  
angelaa@fbcnorman.org



What is the best way to live life on 
the planet? This question was posed by Dr. 
Thom Wolf at a recent pastors’ conference.

He explained that this is the question of 
the 21st century. Think of the many layers 
involved in the answer. People of different 
cultures and religions once separated by 
borders and distance are now neighbors. 
Technology that connects us with the world 
in ways previously unimagined, creating 
security risks on numerous levels. Prosperity 
enjoyed by more and more people, yet more 
and more finding themselves destitute. 
Medical advances extending the life 
expectancy of most on the planet, yet viruses 
like Ebola with potential to kill masses 
of people.  Knowledge increasing daily, 
injustices as well.  

The layers continue to unfold and 
the world continues to change, but the 
question remains: How shall we live? More 
specifically, how shall those who profess the 
lordship of Jesus Christ live in this broken 
world? How should we treat each other? 
How should we treat our enemies? How 
should we use our time and resources? 
How should we live with neighbors and 
in communities that no longer share our 
foundational convictions and views of life 
and God? The more layers we peel back, 
the more frustrated and confused we grow. 
Secularists tell us that the scriptures are 
irrelevant and speak to a forgotten time. On 
the contrary, the teachings of the prophets 
and of Jesus may be more relevant and 
useful than ever.

Micah (6:8) outlined more than 2,500 
years ago a new and radical way to live: Do 
Justice, Love Kindness, and Walk Humbly 
with God. The life of Jesus reaffirms and 
models this teaching. It is not an easy way 
of life, nor is it free from its struggles and 
tensions. 

Join us in worship over the first three 

Sundays of February as we 
explore these questions and 
seek the best way to live on the 
planet. 

Easter is April 5, which 
means our Ash Wednesday 
service is February 18. 
Our Lenten worship series, 
Glimpses, begins on February 
22. The Old Testament 
foreshadows many Easter 
themes. Glimpses will 
consider some of those Old 
Testament passages before moving into the 
Gospel of Matthew where we will make 
our way to the cross and empty tomb of 
Jesus. Make plans to join us for these special 
Lenten worship services. The Norman 
Ministerial Fellowship’s annual Lenten 
services begin on Wednesday, February 25 
at Alameda Church of Christ. May God 
be glorified and may we be transformed 
through our worship together.

Continue to be in prayer for our 
Minister of Worship Arts/Music search 
team. They are diligently praying, working 
and believing that God is leading them to 
whom He is preparing to minister among us. 

Thank you for your response and 
feedback to this year’s Annual Sermon. 
A Comm-Unity of Love describes 
the journey that we are on to be a 
generational family that worships, serves 
and shares life together. Jesus clearly 
states that the world will know that we 
are His disciples by the way we love each 
other. Our neighbors are watching as we 
talk and move through the challenges of 
our journey. What are they seeing? Let’s 
focus on being a Comm-Unity of Love 
and be amazed at how God creates more 
opportunities for us to love and teach 
others.  

As part of the Annual Sermon, 
I shared how we finished the year 
financially. In December we received 

just over $300,000 in 
offerings to our ministry 
plan/budget (ahead of 
last year’s giving), more 
than $100,000 in Ignite 
contributions, and finished 
the year with more than 
$60,000 toward our 
$50,000 goal in world 
missions offerings. Thank 
you for your generosity 
and faithfulness in giving. 
These are significant gifts 

that reflect God’s work among us.  Let us 
rejoice!  

Many of our members have 
discovered the joy and blessing of giving 
their tithes and offerings to the church. 
Tithing is an important step of faith. It is 
a biblical and a spiritual practice which 
requires discipline and focus. Tithing 
is one of the tools that God provides to 
combat the materialism and consumerism 
of our world. It is a reminder that God 
provides the harvest and that everything 
we have is His. I invite you to commit 
to the journey today. Ask someone to 
share their commitment to and practice 
of tithing. It will enhance your life and 
deepen your walk with the Lord.      

I believe that God is doing new things 
in our midst. Over the last weeks, God 
has added new individuals and families 
to our church. Others are renewing their 
fellowship with us. Still others are visiting 
and seeking God’s direction. I recently 
visited with two men who have given their 
lives to the Lord and are seeking baptism 
as a result of the ministries of our church. 
The sparks of renewal are all around. Let 
us humble ourselves, be faithful, and by 
God’s grace experience the holy fire of 
His love and fellowship.                       

Grace and Peace,
Dr. Wade Smith
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Ministry Staff
Dr. Wade Smith, Pastor

pastorwade@fbcnorman.org
 
Roy Joe Ham, Minister of Administration

royjoeh@fbcnorman.org

Kirk Hatcher, Minister of Spiritual Formation

kirk@fbcnorman.org

Angela Atkins,  

Director of Community Ministries

angelaa@fbcnorman.org 

Crystal R. Byrd, Minister to Children  
crystalb@fbcnorman.org  
@iheartfbckids

Laura Robertson, Interim University Minister

universityminister@fbcnorman.org 

Don Gilmore, Interim Minister  

of Music and Worship Arts

musicministry@fbcnorman.org

Vickie Riggs, Pacesetter Minister

vickier@fbcnorman.org

Clint Taylor, Minister of Recreation and 

Community Outreach Ministries

clintt@fbcnorman.org

Chris Canary, Interim LifeSong Worship Leader

lifesong@fbcnorman.org

Rich Lubbers, Minister to Youth

richl@fbcnorman.org
@iheartfbcym

At FIRST G
lance

First Baptist Church
211 W

. Com
anche

N
orm

an, O
K 73069

Address Service Requested

February Birthdays
February 1: Kim Caldwell, Lois Johnson, Jackson Love, 
Sharron Nelson, Robyn Stapleton
February 2: Crystal Byrd, Donald Carter, Nicholas Carter, 
Ava Dyer, Seth Hardage, Emily Rehkop, Frances Searcey, 
Ralph Wampler, John Wirth
February 3: Elizabeth Beam, Wayne Cockerham, David 
Glabas, Brenda Goodspeed, Delmer Hardesty, Kate Lefler, Dee 
Powell
February 4: Charles Barnard, Kelly Henderson  
February 5: Hannahlaine Harris, Maggie Marcum, Debra 
Skinner, Dale Wade
February 6: Linda Bibb, Kelly Callahan, Jerry Hobbs, 
Savannah Scott, David Turley
February 7: Audre’ Carter, Dorothy Foster, Glen Pool, Susan 
Williams
February 8: Angela Cole, Matthew Mattox, Allen Morain, 
Tiffany Noble, Barbara Pennybaker, Georgette Racolta, Mary 
Robinson, Tyler Rohring, Rebecca Sigler
February 9: Heather Benedix, Kyle Ferguson, Nikki Kepford, 
Gale McMurphy, Clint Taylor, Audrey Villani
February 10: Gary Askins, Kathy Bowen, Alyene Bowers, 
Jack Holt, Phil Moss, Shirley Rider, Mariya Vasileva
February 11: Jessi Rigney
February 12: Rachel Abbott, Justin Davis, Hailey Morain, 
Sally Reist, Fred Vinson
February 13: Donnie Jones Jr., Ben Lane, Julie Mitchell,  
Anneli Walsh
February 14: Audrey Brumage, Debbie Burchfield, Jim 
McCloskey
February 15: Robert Arrington, Patricia Askins, Reba 

Duncan, Tim Milliron, Sherry Moore, Curren Myers, Garrett 
Wood
February 16: Jerry Chenoweth, Mindy Deal, Robert 
Fredericks, Connie Jensen, Lundy Prater, P.R. Ramey, Tracy 
Ratzlaff, Mickey Williams, Beth Windes
February 17: Troy Cheshier, Heather Moore 
February 18: Dusty Hill, Don Jonason, Donna Kile, Mike 
Wilson
February 19: Glenn Foster, Ted Haxel, Frances Lee, Scott 
Linn, Stacy Lubbers, Allison Valentine
February 20: Helen Floyd, Chris Nott, Melissa Rogers
February 21: Jennifer Baker, Scott Boeh, Melissa Davis, 
Kelly Fisher, Beverly Harden, Matthew Price
February 22: Angela Atkins, Russell Cole, Eloise Hancock, 
Ann Rhea
February 23: Carol Golden, Vickie Kersey, Larissa Matthews, 
Ashton Seratte, Caren Thurston, Elaine Tiller, Cassidy 
Williams
February 24: Gail Cotton
February 25: Karen Anderson, Kelly Fredericks, Peggy Moss, 
Sarah Redwine
February 26: Ann Deal, Paul Hopkins, John Lewis
February 27: Finn Armstrong, Martha Axton, Marilyn 
Craighead, Myron Cunningham, Brian Diehm, Michael 
McClure, Perry Young 
February 28: Lacey Cates, Alan Durham, Kirk Hatcher, Chris 
Knight, Megan Webb

Sympathies
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The First Baptist Church family wants to 
extend sympathies to:

Fred & Barbara Ferris, David, Meredith, 
Hudson & Raegan Ferris and Laure & Addison 
Ward at the passing of Barbara’s mother, Bonnie 
Sanford

Mandy & Bryan Gay at the passing of 
their grandmother, Dorothy Gay

Larry & Janie Dilks, Greg, Kathy, Kyle 
& Kody Ferguson at the passing of Janie’s 
mother, Martha Stewart

Family & friends of Jorine McConville 
at her passing

Family & friends of Glen Glitsch at his 
passing

Family & friends of Wynema Caswell at 
her passing

Family & friends of Gordon Hart at his 
passing

Letters from the FBC Family
Dear Church Family,

Although several weeks have passed since my 30th 
Anniversary Celebration Luncheon, I am still overwhelmed and 
so grateful for the day. The many cards, notes, emails, hugs and 
kind words were very much appreciated. 

Some days it seems like only yesterday that I arrived in 
Norman and knew no one except one professor at OU. And I had 
only met him twice. It has been quite an adventure. 

I know how blessed I am to have served in a church like 
First Baptist Norman. The people in the pews, the people on the 
bus, the people around the dinner tables and the people walking 
the halls of the Family Life Center through the years have become 
my family. And for all of you I am grateful and have been blessed. 

So as we continue on in ministry together, let’s follow His 
leadership in our daily lives and love each other all the moments 
of our days.    

Much love and prayers,
Vickie Riggs

Dear Church Family, 
Thank you church family for all of your cards, prayers and 

food when my mother, Martha Naomi Stewart, died. The love we 
felt was wonderful.

Love,  
Larry and Janie Dilks

Dr. Wade Smith

/firstbaptistchurchnorman@fbcnorman fbcnorman.org


